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All 150 or so priests of the Diocese of Harrisburg  gathered Oct. 10-15 at the Hunt 

Valley, Md., Marriott Convention Center for their annual continuing education work-

shop. In addition to presentations on exorcisms, demonic possessions, preaching, and 

changing church demographics, Bishop Joseph P. McFadden addressed the clergy 

the final morning.  He spoke of his general vision for the future and the importance of 

parishes being centers for prayer. His remarks definitely impact our life as a faith 

community here at Sacred Heart, Lewistown.         

The New Bishop Speaks His Vision 

Standing on the dais before a hall full of his priests at a Hunt Valley, Md., hotel, Bishop Joseph P. 

McFadden emphasized the need for holiness on the part of everyone, both clergy and laity.  Prayer, evan-

gelization, the Sacrament of Penance, catechetics, and stewardship are his top tools for achieving this.  

“The Diocese of Harrisburg will only be successful and good if our parishes are successful and our parish-

es are good in following Jesus,” he said. “Our churches and our parishes need to become genuine schools 

of prayer.”  

“We need to take a look at our parishes,” he continued.  “Are we encouraging our people to lead a holy 

life?”  He encouraged opportunities for Bible studies and prayer groups.  “In my mind, education and 

prayer should be a key part in our pastoral planning as parishes.” 

Speaking directly to those attending, he said, “I hope that all of us are committed to growing in holiness 

as priests.  This call to holiness was a clarion call of the 2nd Vatican Council. We shall not be saved by a 

formula but by a person, the person of Jesus Christ.  The program already exists.  The plan involves Je-

sus being known, loved and imitated.” 

He commended our diocese for sticking with annual Eucharistic Devotions (40 Hours) in the parishes 

when most dioceses of the country have dropped it. He said that priests “should stress the Sunday Eu-

charist as a centerpiece of our Catholic faith.”   

He acknowledged the drop-off of Sunday Mass attendance over recent years and linked it to the loss of 

the sense of the Sabbath Day, i.e., Sunday as a day of worship, rest, and family time together.  In the 

coming months he said that he wants to look at ways to reach the unchurched.  “Look at the Muslims in 

Europe,” he said. “Why are they growing and increasing? How well are we teaching the faith?” 

He stressed revival of Sacrament of Penance use and encouraged priests to increase time available for 

confessions. “There will be no renewal without  the renewing of this sacrament,” he said.  He acknowl-

edged that priests comment on lack of people coming to confession and that merely increasing hours  

would be futile.  He responded by saying that “a priest sitting in the confessional for an hour or two, on a 

regular basis, is a great symbol of a father who sits and waits for his son to return.”  In a haunting com-

parison between a lone priest in the confessional (without penitents) and the Prodigal Son parable, he 

said, “How that father must have sat by the window, looking out over the fields for his son to return. It is 

hard work but it is grace-filled work.” 

As pastor, I very much like what the bishop is saying. My enthusiasm for door-to-door visitation earned 

me the nickname “Robin Religion” by my fellow seminarians (Fr. Frank  Karwacki, my friend, was 

known as “Captain Catholic.”) And so I would love to get evangelization efforts going here; some kind of 

visitation to lapsed and inactive parishioners, inviting them back, maybe through a Legion of Mary prae-

sidium.  As for spiritual renewal, I encourage attendance on a Cursillo weekend, held Thursday night 

through Sunday night at St. Pius X church, Selinsgrove. The next women‟s weekend is March 9-13, 2011 

and next men‟s is March 17-20.  Call me for  an application.  And let‟s pray that the bishop‟s vision—and 

God‟s—be realized at Sacred Heart, Lewistown.        

Be People of Prayer by Fr. Bill 



 

We are the Catholic community in Mifflin County, a reflection of God's love for the world. 
We support each other by reaching out to those in need, fostering the beliefs and Tradi-
tion of the Universal Church, and educating our youth in knowledge and faith. We live our 
faith through Word and Sacrament, prayer and action, commitment of time and talent, 
tithing, and using our resources to honor Christ and respect all human life. By doing so, 
we strive to bring all people into Jesus' Sacred Heart, uniting us by living the life He ex-

emplified. 

 adopted by Parish Council, December 27, 2004 

The True Meaning of  

―The Twelve Days of Christmas‖ 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Mission Statement 
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From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practice their 

faith openly. During that era, someone wrote the carol “The Twelve Days of Christmas” as 

a catechism song for young Catholics. It had two levels on meaning: the surface meaning 

plus a hidden meaning known only to members of their church. Each element in the carol 

has a code word for a religious reality which the children could remember.  

 

The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ.

   

Two turtle doves were the Old and New    

Testaments. 

Three French hens stood for Faith, Hope and Love. 

Four calling birds were the four gospels Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  

Five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law, 

the First Five Books of the Old Testament. 

Six geese a-laying stood for the Six Days of 

Creation. 

Seven swans a-swimming represented the 

Sevenfold Gifts of the Holy Spirit—  

Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership and Mercy. 

Eight maids a-milking were the Eight     

Beatitudes. 

Nine ladies dancing were the Nine Fruits of 

the Holy Spirit—Love, Joy, Peace,      

Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Self    

Control, Faithfulness, and Gentleness. 

Ten lords a-leaping were the Ten             

Commandments. 

Eleven pipers piping stood for 

the Eleven Faithful Disciples. 

Twelve drummers drumming 

symbolized the Twelve Points 

of Belief in the Apostles’ 

Creed.  

 

Upcoming Liturgical Events 

12/3 First Friday All-day Eucharistic 
 Adoration, after 7AM  Mass, ending

 with 7-8PM Holy Hour 

12/8 Immaculate Conception of the 

 Blessed Virgin Mary (Holy Day of 

 Obligation) Masses at 7AM, 12 
 noon, 7PM.  Also,12 noon Mass at 

 St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg

 for closing of Diocesan Marian Year 

12/12 Indian Valley Choral Ensemble sings 

 at 11AM Mass 

12/12 Penance Service at 3:30PM at SH; 

 6:30PM at St Jude Thaddeus 

12/24 Christmas Eve 4PM Mass (for

 Children) and 10PM Vigil Mass 

 (Carols at 9:30PM) 

12/25 Christmas Day 10AM Mass 

12/31 New Year’s Eve 7PM  Vigil Mass
 for Feast of Mary, Mother of God 
 (NOT a Holy Day of Obligation   

 this year)  

1/1 Mass at 10AM and 4PM (for Sunday) 

1/2 Feast of Epiphany (usual weekend

 Mass schedule) 

1/4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

1/5 St. John Neumann, Bishop of     

 Philadelphia 

1/7 First Friday All-day Eucharistic
 Adoration, after 7PM Mass, ending 

 with 7-8PM  Holy Hour 

1/23 March for Life, Lewistown 

1/24 March for Life, Washington, D.C. 

1/24 Christian Unity Week service, 

 12-1PM at Sacred Heart 

1/25 Christian Unity Week service, 

 12-1PM at St. Mark’s Episcopal 

1/26 Christian Unity Week service, 

 12-1PM at Grace United Methodist 

1/27 Christian Unity Week Service, 

 12-1PM at First Baptist 

1/30  11AM Mass – Inaugurating Catholic

 Schools Week (1/30—2/5) 



A l t h o u g h 

Anne Marie 

has always 

enjoyed paint-

ing and has a 

master‟s degree 

in art (with a 

concentration 

in oil painting), 

she found that 

her busy sched-

ule did not 

allow her the 

time to actually 

do any real artwork. Several years ago, 

however, while attending a religious educa-

tion conference at the Diocese of Harrisburg, 

Anne Marie attended a workshop presented 

by Jody Cole, a well known iconographer in 

the Harrisburg area. You have probably seen 

some of Jody‟s work (i.e. the icon of St. Paul 

which was used throughout the diocese dur-

ing the year of St. Paul 2008-2009). After the 

workshop, Anne Marie talked with Jody and 

has since taken eight classes under her. De-

spite her background in art, writing an icon 

was a new experience for her. To date, Anne 

Marie has written over 30 icons. If you come 

to Anne Marie‟s home, you will usually find 

at least one icon being “written” at any par-

ticular time. Anne Marie often gets together 

with other iconographers to do various pro-

jects and exchange ideas. Creating this type 

of art is very involved and rewarding. 

Several months ago, Anne Marie received a 

commission to ‟write‟ two icons for a church 

in the Greensburg Diocese. She has also 

received several other commissions which 

she will begin working on shortly. Most com-

missions require research into the life of the 

saint about which she is ‟writing.‟ Anne Ma-

rie says, “For me, this is the perfect way to 

continue learning more about my faith and 

to grow spiritually. Many prayers and inten-

tions go into each Icon that I ‟write‟ and I 

pray that God‟s word and message will be 

received and spread.”  

Focus on . . . Anne Marie Showers 

Do not confuse religious icons with the icons you see every time you 

open your computer. Computers, after all, have been around for less 

that 100 years. Religious icons, on the 

other hand, have been with us for 

almost 2000 years. 

According to tradition, St. Luke was 

one of the first iconographers who 

began „writing‟ icons sometime after 

the death and resurrection of Jesus 

but before the death of the Blessed 

Mother. Yes, the correct term is 

„writing‟ not painting. God is the true 

author of an icon because he gives the 

iconographer the ideas, skills, etc. to 

create the icon. An iconographer never 

signs his/her name on the front but 

may sign a work on the back by stat-

ing that the icon was written by the  

hand of _____. The purpose of an icon 

is to spread the word of Jesus through 

art.   

In the Eastern Church icons are 

known as “Windows into Heaven.” 

Icons are used extensively in the East-

ern Church while in the Western 

Church we tend to use statues, etc. 

Icons are liturgical art. Just like recit-

ing prayers or singing religious songs, 

icons are a form of prayer. Intentions 

are written into icons and each brush 

stroke becomes a prayer. Even gazing 

upon an icon is a prayer. Icons are 

usually blessed and should be treated 

accordingly. 

When looking at an icon you will notice several things: borders are 

painted on the icon and they represent earth, the background of the 

icon is often a light color (yellow or gold) to represent heaven and the 

uncreated light of God, the halo (usually made with 24K gold) sym-
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bolizes God‟s light and the circle of the halo represents God‟s eterni-

ty (no beginning or end). Icons are not meant to be a totally realistic 

form of painting, in fact, the spiritual 

message is given to us by the some-

what flat and often cartoon like na-

ture of this type of art in order to 

show us that heaven is very different 

from this earth. 

There is a great deal of symbolism 

used when „writing‟ religious icons. 

When writing icons depicting Jesus, 

we see the letters IC XC which are 

Greek abbreviations for ‘This is 

Jesus Christ’ and there is always a 

cross with the letters WOH in the 

halo surrounding the face of our 

Lord. The letters WOH are Greek 

abbreviations for ‘I AM WHO AM,’ 

which is how God described himself 

to Moses from the burning bush. In 

many icons of Christ and the saints 

the right hand forms the letter IC 

XC. Mary is almost always depicted 

with three stars on her garments 

which represent her virginity before, 

during and after the birth of Jesus.  

Many layers of paint (some transpar-

ent) are used when writing an icon. 

An example of this can be seen in the 

flesh. The flesh areas are first cov-

ered with a dark brown paint 

(several layers of sankir—brown 

paint). A number of tangerine coats 

are later added. This is followed by 

many layers of a yellowish highlight and finally  layers of an even 

lighter yellow. An iconographer always works from dark colors to 

light colors, just as our journey on earth, hopefully, goes toward the 

light of God. 

Icons of St. Nicholas and the Nativity of Our Lord pictured here 

were written by Anne Marie Showers. 

ICONS—WINDOWS INTO HEAVEN By Anne Marie Showers 



 

Baptisms in the Parish 

None 

    Marriages in the Parish 

        Catherine (Laub) Searer and Francis A. Searer     August 26, 2010 

     Ann T. (Musser) Haubert and William E. Haubert                        September 30, 2010 

Sara Elizabeth Ann Parks and Henry Donald Eickelberg              October 15, 2010 

Mattea Nicole Kauffman and Andrew Philip Meyer                       October 30, 2010  

Deaths in the Parish 

September     Hilda Attivo  November      Joan Weaver     Michael Delvecchio                          

        Peter Forsythe          Beverly Stimely                             

The Parish Register 
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Upcoming Parish Events 

12/11 Ladies Guild 8:00AM Mass followed 

 by Breakfast at Honey Creek Inn 

12/12 Last Day of CCD for 1st Semester  

12/12 Parish Penance Services:                  

 3:30PM at SH; 6:30PM at St. Jude 

12/14 Last Class for Adult Bible Study 

12/17 SHS Christmas Program at 

 Church 10:00AM & 7:00PM 

12/18 St. Vincent DePaul Christmas         

 Basket Distribution, 12 Noon 

12/24  Parish Office Closed 

12/24 Christmas Eve Masses                       

 4:00PM (Children’s Mass)                                 

 and 10:00PM (Christmas Vigil) 

 Carols begin at 9:30PM 

12/25 Christmas Mass 10:00AM only 

12/31 Parish Office Closed                         

 Mass at 7:00PM 

1/7 All Day Eucharistic Adoration          

 7:00PM Holy Hour 

1/9 CCD Resumes  

1/11 Adult Bible Study Resumes 

1/15  St. Vincent Free Meal                      

 11:00AM in SHS Cafeteria 

11/23 Pro Life March—Lewistown 

1/24 Pro Life March- Washington, DC 

1/30 Catholic Schools Week                   

 Begins at 11:00AM Mass                  
 K of C Pancake Breakfast at  SHS 

 Cafeteria 8:00AM—1:00PM 

1/30 No CCD 

1/30 K of C Free Throw at IVHS 

2/2 Catholic Schools Week                

 SHS Open House  6:30-7:30PM 

2/4 All Day Eucharistic Adoration   

 7:00PM Holy Hour 

2/5 SHS Winter Wonderland Gala 

 at Rec Park Community Center  

 5:00PM—11:00PM 

2/9 K of C Super Bowl Party at 4:00PM 

2/13 Second Grade Parent Meeting in 

 Church at 9:15AM  

2/19 St. Vincent Free Meal                      

 11:00AM in SHS Cafeteria 

2/19 K of C ―Knight at the Races‖ at the 

 Elks Club, 5:30PM Social; 7:30PM 

 Races Begin               

 

The Sacred  Heart Thrift Shop, located at 17 East Market Street, began in the late 1990‟s. 

When downtown Lewistown started having storefronts sitting empty, the Knights of Co-

lumbus decided to look for a way to utilize the lower level of their building. Steve Dalton 

came up with the idea to ask the ladies of the parish to open a Thrift Shop. With the ap-

proval of the Knights, Steve approached parishioners Theresa Dailey and Ann Salopek with 

this idea. Following Father Marickovic‟s approval, they began the job of asking for volun-

teers to help set up the shop and for donations of clothing and items to sell at the shop. 

Theresa Dailey worked very diligently for the store until she and her husband, “Red”, 

moved to California to live with their daughter. Theresa has since passed away, but her 

ethics are still carried on at our shop. 

Many women have helped to organize and staff the shop over the years including: Dot Bol-

ger, Tess McMillen, Nancy Sanges, Violet Blovett, Gert Arnone, Nellie Stroup, Honey Gers, 

Tress Bender, Donna Wise, Betty Foresman and Theresa McCaa. The current staff in-

cludes: Ann Stoiceff, Sarah Stoicheff, Eileen Workinger, Ann Salopek, Gail Spinda, Rose 

McGiffin Charlotte Brittian, Clare Martin, Fran Rupp, Nancy Kawtoski, Martha Cullen, 

Barb Gross and Donath Korbich.  

The Thrift Shop is able to help Sacred Heart Church, along with the Knights of Columbus. 

The Thrift Shop provided money for the purchase of the carpet in the church, donated mon-

ey every winter toward the heating bill and every summer for the air conditioning bill. This 

year the ladies contributed $1000 towards the new church roof and donated $100 for the 

Pro Life March in Washington, DC. Also, the ladies of the Thrift Shop prepared and served 

the Graduation Breakfast for high school seniors. 

We have a very dedicated group of ladies at the Thrift Shop. So if you are feeling „down‟, 

stop by and one of the smiling faces that staff the shop will surely brighten your day! If you 

would like to volunteer your time or donate any items, please contact Ann Salopek 248-2951 

or the shop 247-2797. The Thrift Shop is open Monday—Friday from 10:00AM—3:00PM. 

DONATIONS AND VOLUNTEERS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

 

SACRED HEART THRIFT SHOP by Donath Korbich 



 

ADULT CHOIR                                                                     
Chad Reed 

The Sacred Heart 

of Jesus Choir is 

bustling along this 

time of year.  The 

Choir will sing at the 10PM Christmas 

Eve service.  The evening begins at 

9:30PM with a mix of carols, anthems, 

readings, and congregational singing.  The 

Indian Valley Ensemble was invited to 

join us for the 6th year at an 11AM Mass 

on December 12th.  It is always a joy to 

have Sherry Morgan and the Indian Val-

ley Ensemble with us.  If you get to hear 

them other places in the community, 

please support them! 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish Choir is 

responsible for singing at many Masses 

throughout the year.  The choir currently 

sings at the 10PM Christmas Eve Mass, 

most services during the Easter Triduum, 

two of the three services during 40 Hours, 

First Holy Communion, Confirmation 

services, and many others during the year.  

The choir is open to high school teenag-

ers and adults who express a desire to 

sing sacred choral literature and display 

basic singing and pitch matching abilities.  

This group requires a significant time 

commitment.  The choir rehearses from 

7:30-8:45PM on most Wednesday eve-

nings from September until June.  The 

choir rehearses and sings 2-, 3-, and 4-part 

sacred choral repertoire throughout all 

historical periods ranging from traditional 

Catholic hymnody and chant to choral 

anthems and contemporary hymns. 

There are currently 20 members in the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish Choir and 

we ALWAYS welcome more singers AND 

instrumentalists! 

 

CCD                                                         
Connie Quinn 

Confirmation students are organizing gift 

boxes, wrapped for Christmas and packed 

with gifts for the children of Haiti. Stu-

dents are also organizing gift bags for our 

Veterans in the hospitals. We haven't for-

gotten our soldiers in Iraq. Boxes for 

Christmas are being sent to our soldiers 

with a note of thanks included in each box. 

Our second grade class made Halloween 

decorations for the residents at Elmcroft. 

All grades will be contributing canned 

goods for the St. Vincent DePaul Christ-

mas baskets. 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY                                 
Dr. Philip Quinn 

 

The Adult Bible Study group got off to a 

wonderful start early this September.  Happi-

ly, our membership continued to grow during  

Autumn and we now have seventeen mem-

bers, including two non-Catholics.  

Academically, we have completed the Penta-

teuch (the first five books of 

the Bible) and as of this writ-

ing, we are beginning the 

books of Joshua and Judges.  

We are planning a well 

earned Christmas break for 

these students who have 

worked so hard. It will begin 

December 14 and then we will return to our 

studies January 11, 2011. Since this program 

is meeting with such success we are begin-

ning to plan for next year‟s curriculum.  

  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS     

Grand Knight Chuck Zannino 

 

The Knights just recently completed their 

membership drive, resulting in one new mem-

ber: A.J. Dalton.  Men can join the Knights at 

any time during the year.  The cost is $10.00 

per year and our meetings are held the 2nd 

Tuesday of each month at the Knights home 

at 17 E. Market St. in downtown Lewistown. 

 

We are currently holding a Billboard and 

Sticker Campaign—you should have received 

one by now—entitled “I miss hearing you say 

Merry Christmas—Jesus”.  This is part of a 

national effort by Knights of Columbus As-

semblies across the nations to keep Christ in 

Christmas.  We also support other Catholic 

movements, including Pro-Life. 

 

As a social organization, we sponsor a num-

ber of events for the parish and community 

throughout the year.  Upcoming events in-

clude the Pancake Breakfast for Catholic 

Schools Week, a Free Throw contest at IVHS, 

a Super Bowl Party for the brothers, the 

Knight at the Races fundraiser, and, of 

course, the Fish Sandwich Sale 

during Lent.  Please see the 

events calendar for dates and 

details of these events.   

 

For any information about the Knights of 

Columbus or our events, contact Chuck Zan-

nino, Grand Knight, at 717-348-9374. 

 

LADIES GUILD                               Dot-

tie Peiffer/Martha Cullen 

 In November, the Guild prepared and 

served the refreshments after the Forty 

Hours Eucharist Devotions concluded. 

On November 20, ladies from the parish 

enjoyed a High Tea at the Simplicitea Tea 

House in Mifflintown. 

On Saturday, December 11, the Ladies 

Guild will go to Honey Creek Inn for break-

fast after the 8:00AM Mass. 

Upcoming events in 2011 include February 

visits to parishioners who are homebound/

nursing home residents and a March „day 

of reflection‟ retreat.  

The Ladies Guild meets every first Satur-

day of the month after the 8:00AM Mass. 

All women of the parish are welcome. 

  

BUILDING AND GROUNDS  
Chairman: Charles Vogt 

 

Meetings are held the third Tuesday of 

every month at 7PM in the Rectory. 

Current Members: Rick Berich, Paul Mey-

er, Joseph Olnick, Denny Peiffer, Tom  

Storm, Charles Vogt, Robert Workinger, 

Dave Stoicheff, Rus-

sell Krug. 

New Members: Calvin 

Zimmerman, Andrew 

Meyer, Steve Shaffer, 

Robert Lepley. 

Projects most recently completed: 

    A. Installed lighting in church basement 

 and painted church basement 

    B. Made electrical upgrades at the school 

    C. Repaired church ceiling and  air      

 conditioner 

    D. Re-pointed areas on outside of church 

    E. Repaired front stained glass window 

    F. Painted bell tower 

    G. Installed new school roof 

    H. Upgraded guest quarters in rectory 

    I. Repaired leaking flat roof on rectory 

Projects under consideration: 

    A. Repair church front steps 

    B. Upgrade the outside entry way to 

 church basement 

    C. Install additional snow guards on 

 church roof     

    D. Repair and repaint side porch of the 

 rectory 

    E. Repair flat roofs in rear of church. 

Continued on p. 6 

Parish Organizations Updates 

PAGE 5 STRAIGHT FROM THE HEART VOLUME 3,  I SSUE 2  

http://www.fotosearch.com/SUE104/bwbw0764/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAGE  6 STRAIGHT FROM THE HEART VOLUME 3,  I SSUE 2  

Parish Organizations 

Updates Continued … 

(Continued from p. 5)  

Due to budget constraints for 2010-11 some 

projects will not be completed this fiscal 

year.  However, the committee will deter-

mine what projects are a "must" and strive to 

get these done as soon as possible. 

We welcome any input from our church 

members.  This can be done by contacting 

any committee member, attending a meet-

ing, or talking to Father Bill. 

PRO LIFE                                        

Frank Cunningham 

We would like to thank all 

those who participated in the 

Lewistown Pro Life Chain 

held on Sunday October 3, 

2010 in front of the “Old 

Court House” led in song and 

prayer by The Rev. Bill Weary, pastor of 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic Church in 

Lewistown, and Rev. Michael Bailey. The 

more than 40 people sang and prayed for the 

souls of the parents of aborted or to be abort-

ed babies.  Karen Yoder of Crossroads Preg-

nancy Center also spoke to the prayerful.  

There will be  Roe v. Wade Anniversary Ral-

lies in Washington, DC and Lewistown, PA. 

Each year in January, to mark the anniver-

sary of Roe v. Wade, Americans rally in 

Washington, DC and exercise their freedoms 

of speech and petition. Roe v. Wade was a 

Supreme Court decision in 1973 making 

abortion legal in the United States.   The 

following information is supplied by the 

Guttmacher Institute, a Planned Parenthood 

affiliate:                                                          

*In 2005, 1.21 million abortions were per-

formed, down from 1.31 million in 2000. 

*From 1973 through 2005, more than 45 

million legal abortions occurred.  Forty per-

cent of pregnancies among white women, 

69% among blacks and 54% among Hispan-

ics are unintended. 

Abortions in the United States 

Total number of abortions in the U.S. since 

1973: 48 million + 

Abortions per year: 1,200,000 

Abortions per day: 3,288 

Abortions per hour: 137 

9 abortions every 4 minutes 

1 abortion every 26 seconds 

Planned Parenthood’s income break-

down for 2006-2007 fiscal year  

PP clinic income: $356.9 million 

PP Government grants and contracts: $336.7 

million 

Total profit: $114.8 million 

Total income: $1.02 billion 

 

These are amazing statistics and just show 

how far people will go in committing evil.  To 

combat that evil our next event will be a 

second annual Lewistown Pro Life March to 

be held from Sacred Heart‟s steps to the “Old 

Court House,” Monument Square on Sunday 

January 23, 2011.  Won‟t you join us for the 

little ones who have no one speaking for 

them?  Prayer will be our way in preventing 

the growth of abortion. The only good thing 

about those statistics is that abortions are 

down in the last 10 years.  One big reason is 

that the Pro Life March on Washington, DC 

has brought to the attention of many, many 

people the blight of abortion.  

For information contact Marie Bender at 242

-2781 or Frank Cunningham at 667-9334 

Every Pro Lifer is welcome!  

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

JANUARY 30-FEBRUARY 5 

PARISHIONERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN 

US FOR THESE ACTIVITIES 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 30        

OPENING MASS 11:00AM 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST        

SPONSORED BY THE KNIGHTS OF    

COLUMBUS AT SHS CAFETERIA      

FROM 8AM—1PM 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2    

OPEN HOUSE   6:30PM-7:30PM 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3      

SCHOOL LITURGY  9:00AM 

Parish Ministries Survey Update                 
by Dave Kaniecki 

We are still growing!! 

In 2005, our first year of the process, we had 170 participants.           

In 2007, there were 210 participants. In 2008 there were 233        

participants. 

 

Our 2010 results show 239 parishioners rejoined one of our 37 active ministry groups. 

  

If you missed the opportunity to become active in one of our parish ministries or have had a 

change of heart, please contact the parish office for information on how to become IN-

VOLVED!  

  

Special thanks to Anne Marie Showers, Wes Ammerman, and Charles and Wendy Vogt for 

their help in processing the survey cards. 

 

Last but not least, thanks to all our ministry leaders, for without them, our ministry pro-

grams would not exist. 

St Vincent DePaul is still collecting 
grocery items for the church’s Christ-
mas Baskets to be given out to the 
needy in the parish or in the communi-
ty on December 18. The following is a 

list of the items needed: 

Cranberry Sauce 

Boxes of stuffing or Bread cubes to make  
stuffing 

Peas, Corn, Green Beans 

Cake Mixes, Frosting 

Items for making pies 

Canned Fruit, Sweet     
Potatoes 

Boxed Potatoes or potatoes 
for mashing 

Tea Buns or dinner rolls 

Also needed are turkeys if you have one to 
donate. 

 

Please bring your items to the sacristy of the 
church or to the church office. 

 

On December 5th & 12th we will be tak-
ing monetary donations to purchase 
turkeys and any other food items we 
may need. Thank you in advance for 

your generosity.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CBkQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cpcforlife.org%2F&rct=j&q=pregnancy%20center%20lewistown%20pa&ei=zvy-TIewDYWglAe5kInlBw&usg=AFQjCNFrLrMoInTbTxt-wNlpfHoi9I5-nA&sig2=_3Ok1gGrK_TSHfW5HvGGUA&cad=rja%20
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CBkQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cpcforlife.org%2F&rct=j&q=pregnancy%20center%20lewistown%20pa&ei=zvy-TIewDYWglAe5kInlBw&usg=AFQjCNFrLrMoInTbTxt-wNlpfHoi9I5-nA&sig2=_3Ok1gGrK_TSHfW5HvGGUA&cad=rja%20
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On September 9th, the RCIA Team welcomed all interested people with a warm reception at the parish office.  Father Weary prayed for all 

catechumens, sponsors and RCIA catechists.  Twenty-six individuals attended as Dan Swigart, RCIA moderator, explained the significance 

of this important organization.  Interesting introductions followed with each person‟s personal response thus creating a sense of fellowship 

which will grow with time as more sessions are held.  Midway through the evening, tasty refreshments were shared and enjoyed by every-

one.  Informal socializing is an integral part of learning about 

the Catholic faith and its impact on lives.  This contributes to 

the ultimate renewal and reaching of a stronger belief in Christ 

and the Blessed Mother. 

A special “thank you” is extended to each of our RCIA instruc-

tors.  They include Father Bill, Father Fidelis, Dan Swigart, 

John Kriauckas, Nora Torquato, Phil Quinn, Theresa Dybach, 

Anne Marie Showers, Tina Stryker, Sister Anna Marie, Sister 

Carmelita, and John Potepan.  Their selfless giving of time, 

research, and preparation helped to create the existence of an 

RCIA at Sacred Heart Parish. 

The meeting concluded with a heartfelt prayer for everyone‟s 

safe departure led by Father Fidelis.  New instructors and 

interested participants are welcome.  Let us be thankful and 

prayerful for this year‟s faithful fishermen.  

     

RCIA MEETS AND GREETS NEW CATECHUMENS  By Theresa Dybach 

Register Now for the upcoming    

Cursillo Weekends! 

Women‟s Weekend: March 10—13, 2011                 

Men‟s Weekend: March 17—20, 2011                            

St. Pius X Church in Selingsgrove, PA 

Cursillos in Christianity (in Spanish: Cursillos de 

Cristiandad, short course of Christianity) is a ministry 

that began in the Roman Catholic Church and has since 

spread to other Christian denominations. It was founded 

in Majorca, Spain by a group of laymen in 1944, while 

they were refining a technique to 

train pilgrimage leaders.  

The cursillo method focuses on train-

ing lay people to become effective 

leaders over the course of a three-day 

weekend. The weekend includes fif-

teen talks, some given by priests and some by lay people. 

One emphasis of the weekend is on preparing those un-

dergoing it to take the movement's methods back into 

the world, on what they call the "fourth day". 

Fr. Bill is the Diocesan Coordinator for the Cursillo 

Movement, and through his leadership, many parishion-

ers have recently made their Cursillo.  Please prayer-

fully consider joining one of the upcoming week-

ends.  The experience will change your life and 

help you to joyfully live your Catholic faith to the 

fullest!  

If you have any questions, or would like a sponsor, con-

tact one of these Cursillistas:  Marie Bender, Sue Par-

zanese, Gary Parzanese, Tom Storm, Stephen Bender, 

Maggie Zimmerman, Anne Marie Showers, Martha  

Cullen, Crista Bobb, John Potepan, Linda Calkins, or 

Dick Calkins.   

THE NEW “2010"  PHOTO DIRECTORY 
by Roseann Guerrini, Chairperson 

I heard the rumblings one day while dropping something off at the Parish 

Office.  “The Olan Mills company called about us having a new Photo Directory.  

I wonder who we could get to head that up?” said Fr. Bill.  It was probably not  

a coincidence that the statement was made in my presence, since I  headed this 

project for the Anniversary in 2005.  The Photo Directory is an important tool 

for building community, as well as documenting the history of our Parish and 

its many ministries and activities, so I accepted the assignment, and started on 

the many areas to be organized.   

First and foremost, thanks are due to the many volunteers (names to follow), 

without whom this project could not have been completed. And thanks to all 

who had their photos taken for the directory.  With 200 photo sessions, we had 

almost two-thirds of our active parishioners photographed, a much higher than 

average turnout according to Olan Mills.  I‟m optimistic enough to hope that we 

will increase that number next time.   

 The directory is now in the proofing stage, and it will take 10-12 weeks to com-

plete the printing process.  The directories should be available sometime in late 

February or March,  and will be distributed after Masses to those who had 

their photos taken by Olan Mills.  

Mail Preparation: Marie Bender and Sue Parzanese 

Special Phone Calls: Jo Mattern 

Sign-up Table: Dennis & Jane Berkey, Del Guerrini, 

Mike & Bonnie Leeper, Connie Mitchell, Anne Marie 

Showers, Judy Sieber, Martin & Mary Smith 

Photography of Groups: Rick Berich, Tony & Diane 

Hallinan, Mike Leeper, Ron Myers, Gordon Parker, Jim Patton 

Registration for Photo Sessions: John Brittain, Martha Cullen, Judy 

DeVecchis, Tony & Diane Hallinan, Mike & Bonnie Leeper, Amanda Mank, 

Connie Mitchell, Alice Montgomery, Rod & Ann Pavao, Mike & Sarah Petroski, 

Cathy Reifsteck, Martin & Mary Smith, Johanna Smyers, Kathy Tice 

Hospitality: Martha Cullen, Judy DeVecchis, Roseann Guerrini, Bonnie Leep-

er, Frank & Bonnie Zannino 
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Knights of Columbus St. Johnõs 

Council #1338 invites you to 

join them for a  

Knight at the 

races  

Saturday, February 19  

5:30PM Social  

7:30PM Races Begin 

$35 per Couple  

$20 per Person 

Horses and Races are available 

to sponsor 

Contact any 

Knight for    

tickets and     

information  

 


