April 23, 2017 Sunday of Divine Mercy
\

Stewardship is a Way of Life.
Tithing is God’s Plan for Giving:
Tithing Income for the week of April 16, 2017:
Regular:
Loose:
Children’s offering:
ONLINE GIVING:
Tithing income TOTAL for
April 16, 2017:

$ 4,075.35
$ 673.00
$
0
$ 1,680.00

Tithing Income April 17, 2016

$ 8,096.00

2017 Lenten Appeal Pledges
2017 Lenten Appeal Received

$45,776.00
$30,211.00

$ 6,428.35

Mass Attendance:
For Easter Triduum 2017For Easter Triduum 2016For the weekend of April 16, 2017For the weekend of April 17, 2016-

333
378
632
656

Tithe for Good Friday:
Holy Land Envelope

$541

Tithe for the week of April 16, 2017:
St. Vincent DePaul Society

$643

Tithe for Easter Sunday:
Operation Rice Bowl

$713

Tithe for the week of April 23, 2017:
Carmel of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Catholic Home Missions Appeal Envelopes
Tithe for the week of April 30, 2017:
Lewistown Ministerium
Tithe for the week of April 30, 2017:
Catholic Home Missions Appeal Envelopes

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly
SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY
April 23, 2017
“They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles
and to the communal life, to the breaking of the bread and
to the prayers… All who believed were together and had all
things in common… Every day they devoted themselves to
meeting together in the temple area and to breaking bread
in their homes… and every day the Lord added to their
numbers.”
Such a description seems ‘too good to be true’ but this is the
description of the first disciples of the Lord. The teaching of the
apostles, the kerygma, telling of the resurrection of Jesus and
His victory gave their discipleship new meaning. Like a family,
they formed a support group, sharing joy, as well as fears,
anxieties and triumphs because Christ was alive. The Eucharist
became the common bond, uniting them with Christ and
one another. Prayer became a binding force.
Can I not see that my life in my parish, my small group, is a mirror
of those described by St. Luke or of those gathered in the upper
room? Can the presence of Christ in my life, lead me to
recognize His presence in others? Can I truly believe that I am
not alone in my faith and move from ‘God and me’ to ‘God and
we?’ On Divine Mercy Sunday, it can happen.
First Reading: Acts 2:42-47
In the early days of the Church in Jerusalem, the faithful
listened intently to the teachings of the apostles. They lived a
communal life, sharing all property in common and praying and
taking their meals together.
Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9
In this first letter from Peter, he speaks to the Christians with
great joy and confidence, reminding them that through Christ’s
resurrection, they have been given a new birth and are heirs to
the kingdom of heaven.
Gospel: John 20:19-31
After his resurrection, Jesus appears to his disciples and gives
them the power to forgive sins. Thomas, who is absent, sees
Christ later and believes in His resurrection after feeling His
wounds. Christ admonishes Thomas by saying, “You became a
believer because you saw Me. Blessed are they who have not
seen and believed.”

Catholic Home Missions Appeal
Strengthening the Church at Home
Next week, we will take up the Catholic Home Missions
Appeal. Right now, over 40 percent of dioceses in the US
are considered home missions because they are unable
to fund essential pastoral work needed in their
communities. Your support of this appeal helps ease the
struggle of these dioceses. Please prayerfully consider
how you can support this appeal. More information can
be found at www.usccb.org/home-missions.

Calendar of Events
Saturday 4/22/17
SVDP Free Meal/11AM/SHS
Confessions/3:30PM/Church
Mass/4:00/Church
Sunday 4/23/17
Mass/7:30AM/Church
CCD/9:00AM/School

Mass/11:00AM/Church
SHS Benefit Auction/11:00AM/MC Youth Park
Divine Mercy Holy Hour/3:00PM/Church
Monday 4/24/17
Mass/7:00AM/Church
Parish Council Mtg/7:00PM/Office
Tuesday 4/25/17
Mass/7:00AM/Church
Wednesday 4/26/17
Confessions/6:30PM/Church
Mass/7PM/Church
No Adult Choir
Thursday 4/27/17
Mass /9:00AM/ Church
RCIA/7:00PM/Parish Office
Friday 4/28/17
Mass/7:00AM/Church
SHS Singing at Fountain Square/Noon
Saturday 4/29/17
Confessions/3:30PM/Church
Mass/4:00PM/church
Sunday 4/30/17
Mass/7:30AM/Church
CCD/9:00AM/School(Last Class)
Mass/11:00AM/Church

LITURGICAL NOTES:
And Weekly Readings
Saturday, April 22: Octave of Easter
Acts of the Apostles 4:13-21; Psalm 118:1 & 14-15ab, 16-18,
19-21; Mark 16:9-15

8:00 PM Dorothy & Francis O’Donnell
Sunday, April 23: Sunday of Divine Mercy
Acts of the Apostles 2:42-47; Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24;
John 20:19-31

7:30 AM Tony Simonetti from Judy Peters
11:00AM Roger Ellwood from the Montgomery
Family
Monday, April 24: Easter Weekday
Acts of the Apostles 4:23-31; Psalm 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9; John
3:1-8

7:00 AM Tom Sr & Marge Connare from Tom
Connare Jr
Tuesday, April 25: Saint Mark, Evangelist (Feast)
1 Peters 5:5b-14; Psalm 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17; Mark 16:15-20

7:00 AM Alicia Bray from Connie Mitchell
Wednesday, April 26: Easter Weekday

Saturday, April 29: Saint Catherine of Siena,
Virgin and Doctor of the Church (Memorial)
Acts of the Apostles 6:1-7; Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; John
6:16-21

4:00 PM Intentions of Michael Stravolo from Aunt
Ann
Sunday, April 30: Third Sunday of Easter
Acts of the Apostles 2:14,
22-33; Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11; 1 Peters 1:17-21; Luke
24:13-35

7:30 AM Mindy Rhodes from Marie Lepley
11:00 AM Mary Ann Montgomery from the
Montgomery Family
Van Schedule: Van Transportation to Mass: The
following is the schedule:
Apr. 23
Apr. 30
May 7

-

Russell Krug
Dave Kaniecki
Mel Reed

Memorialize Sanctuary Candles: Cost is $20. Call the
office to make arrangements. The following dates are
available: April 30, May 7, May 14.

The Sanctuary Lamp
for the week of April 23 burns
in Honor of James & Joey Heroux’s 44th
Wedding Anniversary from the family

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Divine Mercy Sunday
The Sunday after Easter is Divine
Mercy
Sunday,
April
23rd,
commemorating
Our
Lord’s
Appearances to Sister Faustina in
the 1930’s, where He emphasized
God’s great mercy over all
humankind. We will honor His
Divine Mercy on that Sunday with
a Holy Hour in church, 3-4 PM, with Exposition and
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.
In addition, every Monday through Saturday at 3 PM,
EWTN broadcasts the Chaplet of Divine Mercy in song.
Tune in to pray this very special devotion and visit
ewtn.com for more resources on the Divine Mercy.

Acts of the Apostles 5:17-26; Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9;
John:3:16-21

Neighbors
helping
Neighbors. Many thanks to all

7:00 PM Mindy Rhodes from Del & Rose Guerrini
Thursday, April 27: Easter Weekday

who have donated to our fire
victims. They are settled in their
new place but still have needs.
Please help with full size sheets,
crib sheets, size 6-12 month boy’s
clothes, size 3 diapers, spices,
condiments, gift cards to Wal Mart and Giant. It is very
hard to start over, just think about all the items you would

Acts of the Apostles 5:27-33; Psalm 34:2 & 9, 17-18, 19-20;
John 3:31-36

9:00 AM Michael Christoff from Del & Rose Guerrini
Friday, April 28: Easter Weekday
Acts of the Apostles 5:34-42; Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14; John
6:1-15

7:00 AM Harry Krepps from Jeannie Krepps

need. In addition, we are in need of shampoo, conditioner,
toothpaste, baby wipes, deodorant, bath soap, and other
personal care items for distribution from the office. These
items are expensive for those homeless and less fortunate.
There is a collection box in the vestibule. Please help if
you can by dropping items at the church office or by
calling the office at 242-2781 for pick up! Your continued
support is much appreciated.
Our email is
stvincentdepaullewistown@gmail.com
"Extend mercy toward others, so that there is no one in
need whom you meet without helping."
St Vincent DePaul

UPCOMING CONCERT EVENT
On Sunday, May 7th, Sacred Heart
Parish will host a joint concert
featuring the Bishop McDevitt High
School’s ‘Chorale’ under the
directorship of Mr. Chad Reed,
formally from our parish, and the Mifflin County
High School’s ‘Cantare’, directed by Mrs. Sherry
Morgan. The MCHS ‘Cantare’ sings in our church
annually, while this will be the first time for Bishop
McDevitt’s ‘Chorale’. The concert in the church will
feature the combined voices of nearly 60 talented
teens and their directors. The concert will begin at
3:00 PM. Refreshments will be served in the church
basement immediately following the performance.
The group from Bishop McDevitt will also sing a
prelude at 10:45 AM before the 11:00 AM Mass that
Sunday, and communion meditation hymn. Please
join us in welcoming these students at either or both
concerts!
SAVE THE DATE FOR FAITH FESTIVAL 2017!
Come and enjoy food, pony rides,
Bounce House, live music and meet and
greet with the Lewistown Churches and
their congregation members. Booths
will be set up at the Mifflin County
Library, Lewistown, from 10AM to 2PM
on Saturday, May 20th. Lewistown Community Band
performs at 10AM, with other live music acts to
follow. All are welcome, especially children.

COURTESY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Volunteers Needed Week of Caring 2017

The week of July 31-August 4 will be a
time for volunteers from across our
community churches to join together to blanket
Lewistown and surrounding communities with a
Week of Caring. Our base of operations will once

again be Grace UMC, 101 Logan Street, Lewistown
and the daily work schedule will be 9 AM – 3 PM.
Our immediate needs include: skilled and nonskilled volunteers, monetary support and jobs for
volunteers to tackle. There are no income limitations
to qualify for jobs to receive assistance. Week of
Caring will culminate with a Sunday evening worship
celebration (Aug 6) at the Community Center at Rec
Park at 6 PM. Please consider the growing influence
our churches can have in our community. As we
demonstrate God’s wonderful grace and love to our
neighbors, God will be praised and Lewistown and
surrounding communities will benefit. Contact Rev.
Randy S. Hughes, Pastor of First UMC at 248-4618
to volunteer, to provide monetary support, or to
suggest a job to be considered for the Week of Caring.

Hersheypark Discount Ticket Offer!
Discount tickets to Hersheypark are available to the friends
and families of the parish at a significant savings. Gate
admission for Regular is $64.95 (ages 9-54); our price is
$36.00. Gate admission for Juniors (ages 3-8) and Seniors
(ages 55-69) is $41.95; our price is $30.50. Gate admission
for Senior Plus (ages 70+) is $26.95; our price is $23.95.
*ADD-ON discount Hersheypark Meal Tickets at a savings
of up to 30% off retail prices - $10.60 each and NEW Snack
Voucher - $3.25 each. Prepaid Parking Passes $7.50.
Orders must be received at the parish by Monday, May 1
Parishes will receive tickets by Thursday, May 25.

Mass for all Scouts of the Diocese
A mass followed by a reception for all of the Scouts
of our diocese and their families will be
celebrated on April 30, 2017, at St. Patrick
Church, York, PA at 2 PM. Scouts who
have completed any of the Catholic
religious awards in the past year will be
recognized for their accomplishments, but all
Scouting families are encouraged to attend. For
more
information
and
to
register
go
www.hbgdiocese.org.

SAVE THE DATE!
50TH Wedding Anniversary
Mass
Sunday, July 9, 2017
2:00PM
Good Shepherd Parish,
Camp Hill, PA

Marriage Annulments

DBC Seeks Volunteers

The Tribunal of the Diocese of Harrisburg will be
giving a presentation in our area concerning
marriage, divorce and annulment according to
Church teaching. This presentation will be helpful for
divorced Catholics, those divorced who wish to marry
Catholics, those parish leaders involved in the RCIA
process and any others who may have a vested
interest because of family or friends. This session will
be held on May 4, at 7 PM, at St. Joseph Parish,
Danville. No prior registration is required. For more
information, please call 717-657-4804 X 304 or
email:
tribunal@hbgdiocese.org
or
visit
www.Hbgdiocese.org/tribunal.

How would you like to become a member of the Diocesan
Building Commission (DBC)? The DBC is a commission
consisting of professionals from the construction industry
to include, but not limited to: Architects, Engineers,
Designers, Project Managers, HVAC Consultants,
Electrical Consultants, etc.
The purpose of the
Commission is to provide a constructability review of major
capital projects as a schematic design and subsequent
final design for the Diocese of Harrisburg. The DBC meets
at the Diocesan Center (4) times per year and is
scheduled from 10-12 noon. Lunch is included. If you are
interested in becoming a member or have questions about
this prestigious organization, please contact Terry
Conner, Director of Buildings and Properties at (717) 6574804 X358 or tconner@hbgdiocese.org.

Support Evangelization and Catholic Radio
On Friday, May 5, Holy Family Radio, AM 720 WHYF
presents Dr. Steven Smith of Mount St.
Mary’s Seminary. He will keynote a
Benefit Dinner that will be emceed by
Tom Russell of CBS 21 and Bishop
Ronald Gainer. Held at the Sheraton
Harrisburg-Hershey on Lindle Rd,
Harrisburg, the fundraising dinner for
the non-profit independent Catholic
Radio Apostolate begins at 6 PM with dinner at 7 PM.
Cost is $100 per person.
Register online at
www.720whyf.com or via mail: Holy Family Radio,
PO Box 6028, Lancaster, PA 17607-6028. Smith is
a popular Catholic speaker and author. His audio CD
– “The Resurrection of Jesus: Fact or Fiction” has
sold over 12,000 copies. He has appeared on the
EWTN TV program, “The Journey Home.”

15th Annual Interfaith Shelter Golf Classic
The 15th Annual Interfaith
Shelter Golf Classic at Blue
Ridge Country Club will be
held on Monday, May 15,
2017.
This is your
opportunity to help the
community.
Proceeds
benefit the Interfaith Shelter, a program that provides
services to homeless families consisting of men,
women, and children. The funds raised by the Golf
Classic are critical in our mission to keep families
together during difficult times – to help families
overcome barriers to self-sufficiency, to provide
clothing, food and baby supplies, employment and
life skills as well as mental and physical health care.
Come golf-you will be helping homeless families in
central Pennsylvania receive a second chance. For
event information, registration or sponsorship
questions, please contact Christopher Meehan at
717-657-4804,
ext.
284
or
email
cmeehan@cchbg.org.

SCHOOL NEWS
Don’t Forget! The Sacred Heart
Benefit Auction is this Sunday
from 11AM – 4PM at the Youth
Park in Reedsville. There are a lot
of great items up for bid including an antique radio,
juke box, household furniture, handmade items by
several parishioners, plants, Steelers tickets, and
much more. The food stands open at 11 AM with
chicken BBQ, pork BBQ sandwiches, hot dogs,
hamburgers, and much more. See you there!
ENROLL NOW FOR NEXT FALL!!

Our
enrollment numbers for Kindergarten for next fall are
lower than previous years. If you know of a family who
would enjoy the benefits of attending Sacred Heart
School, such as low student-teacher ratio, strong faith
foundation, excellent academic program offering all the
core subjects as well as music, technology, library skills,
physical education and art, share our program with them
and encourage them to contact the school at 248-5351 or

go to ww.sacredhweartschool.com for more
information. We have scholarships and financial aid
available to help defray tuition costs, and we provide free
busing for both Mifflin and Juniata counties, as well as
most remedial and therapeutic services through TIU11.
This is OUR parish school…let’s be proud of it and share
the good news!!

