December 22, 2019 Fourth Sunday of Advent

Stewardship is aWay of L ife.
Tithing is God’s Plan for Giving

Tithing Income for the week of December 15, 2019:

Regular: $4,862.50
Loose: $ 740.00
ONLINE GIVING: $1,886.00
Tithing income TOTAL for

December 16, 2019: $7,488.50

Tithing income December 16, 2018: $7,682.00

Mass Attendance for December 15, 2019 306
Mass Attendance for December 16, 2018 357

Tithe for December 15, 2019
United Way Energy Bank $749

Tithe for December 22, 2019
Knights of Columbus Charities

Tithe for December 25, 2019 (Christmas)
Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard
CRS, ICMC, CNEWA

Tithe for December 29, 2019
Life Outreach International
St. Mary of the Angels Soup Kitchen

What is the Advent Wreath?

The Advent Wreath is one of our most popular
Advent traditions. Its origin is in pre -Christian
Germany and Scandinavia where the people
gathered to celebrate the return of the sun after

the winter solstice. The circular wreath made of
evergreens with four candles interspersed
represented the circle of the year and the life
that endures through the winter. As the days

grew longer, people lit candles to offer thanks to

the “sun god” for the light. For us, the lighting

of the Advent candles represents the promise of

the coming of Jesus, the light of the wor Id.
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A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 22, 2019

“Through him we have been favored with apostleship that
we may spread his name and bring to obedient faith all the
Gentiles among whom are you who have been called to
belong to Jesus Christ. To all in Rome, beloved of God and
called to holiness, grace and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Do you ever count how many Christmas cards you receive? Do
you classify some as religious, family pictures, or strictly secular?
A card sometimes expresses how people feel about you, or even
the Christmas season. We are about to celebrate the birth of
Christ. Is not this passage of Paul to the Romans a great
Christmas wish? We may not be in Rome, but his care for those
loved by God is quite clear. We 1. Belong to Jesus Christ 2. Are
called to holiness 3. Grace is his wish for us and 4. Peace is the
result of the presence of the Lord.

May the blessings of Christ be with you and yours.

First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-14

Ahaz receives from Isaiah a prophecy that he will be successful
in war and is urged to ask for a sign that the prophecy is true.
The sign is “The virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and
shall name him Emmanuel.”

Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7

Paul greets the Romans by pointing out that Jesus is the Christ
who was promised to them in Scripture. He, Paul, is the apostle
favored with the task of spreading the name of Christ to all.

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24

In a brief, straightforward, simple narrative, Matthew recounts
the events leading to Jesus’ birth. He details the appearance of
the angel in a dream to Joseph and stresses that “All this
happened to fulfill what the Lord had said through the
prophets.”

dorn o us”

Jesus the Savior

Calendar of Events

Saturday 12/21/19
Christmas Basket Distribution/9:00AM/
Church Basement
Confessions/3:00PM/Church
Mass/4:00PM/Church
Sunday 12/22/19
Mass/7:30AM/Church
Mass/11:00AM/Church
Monday 12/23/19
Mass/7:00AM/Church
Christmas Vacation/SHS




Tuesday 12/24/18 A
Mass/7:00AM/Church ‘
Parish Office Closing 12 Noon
Christmas Children’s Mass/4:00PM/Church
Christmas Vigil Mass/6:00PM/St. Jude
Christmas Carols/9:45PM/Church
Christmas Vigil Mass/10:00PM/Church
Wednesday 12/25/18

Christmas Day Mass/10:00AM/Church
Christmas Day Mass/10:00AM/St. Jude
Parish Office Closed

Christmas Vacation/SHS

CHRISTMAS /RS EVE
|

Thursday 12/26/19
Mass/9:00AM/Church
Parish Office Closed
Christmas Vacation/SHS
Friday 12/27/19
Mass/7:00AM/Church
Christmas Vacation/SHS
Saturday 12/28/19
Confessions/3:00PM/Church
Mass/4:00PM/Church
Sunday 12/29/19
Mass/7:30AM/Church
Mass/11:00AM/Church
Monday 12/30/19
Mass/7:00AM/Church
Christmas Vacation/SHS

Tuesday 12/31/19

Mass/7:00AM/Church

Parish Office Closing 12 Noon

Christmas Vacation/SHS

Solemnity of Mary Vigil Mass/4:00PM/Church
Wednesday 01/01/20

Solemnity of Mary Mass/10:00AM/Church
Solemnity of Mary Mass/10:00AM/St. Jude
Parish Office Closed

Christmas Vacation/SHS

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Psalm 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 & 29;
Luke 1:67-79

7:00 AM People of the Parish

Tuesday, December 24: The Nativity of the Lord
(Christmas): At the Vigil Mass

Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; Acts of the
Apostles 13:16-17, 22-25; Matthew 1:1-25

4:00 PM People of the Parish
10:00 PM People of the Parish
Wednesday, December 25: The Nativity of the

Lord (Christmas)

Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; Hebrews 1:1-6;
John 1:1-18

10:00 AM People of the Parish

Thursday, December 26: St. Stephen, the First
Martyr (Feast)

Acts of the Apostles 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Psalm 31:3cd-4, 6 &
8ab, 16bc & 17; Matthew 10:17-22

9:00 AM Elizabeth Kruchinsky from Mother & Father
Friday, December 27: St. John, Apostle &
Evangelist (Feast)

1 John 1:1-4; Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; John 20:1a & 2-8
7:00 AM Marybeth Mauch from The Carothers
Family

Saturday, December 28: The Holy Innocents,
Martyrs (Feast)

1 John 1:5-2:2; Psalm 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8; Matthew 2:13-18
4:00 PM Archie Stimely from Margie Zavacky
Sunday, December 29: The Holy Family of

Jesus, Mary & Joseph

Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Colossians 3:12-
21; Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

7:30 AM People of the Parish

11:00 AM Bob Gross from Melvin & Paulette Reed

LITURGICAL NOTES:
Mass fortfie

Intentionis ¥ ~ Week.

AndWeekly Readings

Saturday, December 21: Advent Weekday

Song of Songs 2:8-14; Psalm 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Luke
1:39-45

4:00 PM Jerry Wagner from The Wagner Family
Sunday, December 22: Fourth Sunday of Advent

The Sanctuary Lamp
: for the week dDecember 22n
T burns inMemoryof
Richard Salvatore
FromWife andFamily

Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Romans 1:1-7;
Matthew 1:18-24

7:30 AM Helen Berich from Her Daughter

11:00 AM People of the Parish

Monday, December 23: Advent Weekday
Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Psalm 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 & 14; Luke
1:57-66

7:00 AM Caroline Clark from Barbara Soccio &
Family

Tuesday, December 24: The Morning Mass

Memorialize Sanctuary Candles: Cost is $20. Call the
office to make arrangements. The following dates are
available: Jan. 5, 12, 19 & 26

Memorialize Flowers: If you would like to memorialize
flowers at the altar or ambo (pulpit) please call the office
to schedule. The following dates are available: Jan. 12,
19, Feb. 2, 9,16 & 23

Parish Office Holiday Hours
The Parish Office will be closing at
noon on Tue. Dec. 24" and
remain closed Wed. & Thur., Dec. 25" & 26" in
observance of Christmas. The office will close at
noon on Tue. Dec. 31% and remain closed Wed.
Jan. 1% in observance of New Years.

‘Holiday Houra




Holiday Deadline Dates Dowt p,

Any items for the December 29th bulletin 5 2%
must be submitted to the parish office no @

later than noon on Thursday, Dec. 19™.

L WEEKEND
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December 28 — January 1

Sat. 4:00 PM

Lector: Bernie Howard Cantor: Mary Smith
Greeter: Diane Bray, Steve Lilley

EMHC: Rod Pavao, Christina Stryker, Anne Marie
Showers

Altar Server: Tristen Kline, Gino Zannino

Sun. 7:30 AM

Lector: Don Spangler Cantor: Katie Swartzell
Greeter: Kim Napikoski, Sue Reinke

EMHC: Bill Napikoski, John & Margaret Maroney
Altar Server: Evelyn Powell, Emma Sheetz

Sun. 11:00 AM

Lector: Jean Mank  Cantor: Mike Murray
Greeter: Christine Fultz, Judith Stroup

EMHC: Sandy Dedmon, Greg DeVecchis, Wendy
Vogt

Altar Server: Ethan McMoniagal, Matthew
Murray, Isaiah Mitchell

Tue. 4:00 PM (Mary Mother of God Vigil)
Lector: Jeff Michaels Cantor: Mary Smith
Greeter: Philip & Pat Nash

EMHC: Theresa Fike, Mary Lou Schaaf, Martin
Smith

Wed. 10:00 AM (Mary Mother of God Mass)
Lector: Orris Knepp Cantor: Not Filled
Greeter: Donna Sheaffer, Dottie Peiffer

EMHC: Gary & Nancy Sanges, Wendy Vogt

Altar Server: Emma Sheetz, Grady Hoppel

Upcoming Cursillo Weekends
Men'’s Cursillo Weekend will be January
23-26, 2020 at the Christian Retreat
Center, East Waterford, PA. The
Women'’s Cursillo Weekend will be February 20-23,
2020 at the Mariawald Renewal Center, Reading,
PA.

Cursillo

New CD’s

New Christmas and Advent CD’s are now available
in the Narthex. Some titles to enjoy are The Mystery
ﬂ_-— of Christmas, Advent: Rethinking the

4 6_9 Season, Prepare the Way of the King, A
Night and My Mass Book for Children.

Journey Through Adve nt Cycle, O Holy
minute to check out these great Christmas gift ideas.

Take a

Something Old-Something New in
2020!

Coffee & Donuts resumes Sunday mornings in
the New Year! Please join your brothers and sisters
in Christ for a time of Christian fellowship and getting
acquainted over coffee & donuts.
What: Coffee & Donuts (the “old”)
Where: The Rectory (the “new”)
When: Sunday, January 5"
Time: After 7:30 AM Mass
Bring a friend; make a friend. Everyone is invited!
We look forward to seeing YOU on January 5!

Keep Christ in Christmas
The Knights of Columbus sponsored billboards with
the theme “Keep Christ in Christmas” may now be
viewed on highway 322 West. One
Keep billboard is on the left side of the
inChriSt road by the Electric Ave. exit and
i the other on the right side by the
C’hnsﬂtma“' Clarion Inn exit. Sacred Heart
School students Daniel McMonigal
and Luke Bender were the talented winners whose
posters were turned into billboards. The Knights of
Columbus would like to thank all the students of our
parish and Sacred Heart School who are fantastic
artists and submitted posters. It's important to
remember Christ at Christmas and that he gave us

the ultimate gift.

Overflowing Blessings

As we prepare to distribute this year's Christmas
baskets, the St. Vincent dePaul Society, along with their
board members, would like to
thank everyone at Sacred Heart for
their kindness, their generous
donations and their realization that
we are indeed here to aid our
brothers and sisters in need. Just
as it says in Malachi 3:10: Bring
the full tithes into the
storehouse, t hat there may be food in my house;
and thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of
hosts, if | will not open the windows of heaven for
you and pour down for you an overflowing
blessing. Again this year the blessings were
overflowing with an abundance of donations that
allowed us to fill over 80 Christmas baskets that will
help feed 326 individuals over the holidays. Our
gratefulness extends to not only you, our parishioners,
but to the staff and students at Sacred Heart School,
Sacred Heart CCD students, The Sassy Crimson
Ladies, Career Link, Kish H.S. Class of 1964, Kim
Miriello, DelGrosso Foods Inc., and Class 1 Trucking
whose generosity helped “bring the full tithes into the
storehouse, that there may be food in my house.” St.
Vincent dePaul wishes everyone a Merry Christmas

that there will not be roon
Malachi 3:10



and a Happy New Year full of joy and hope in the
faithfulness of our Lord. Extend mercy toward others,
so that there can be no one in need whom you meet
without helping!

SHS Job Opportunity

SHS is seeking a Substitute Cafeteria Employee who
would work on an “as needed" basis to
cover for our cook in her absence, but a
minimum of once a month. Training will
be provided. Duties include: Cooking
for students (breakfast and lunch), updating student
accounts, and some data entry and paperwork
related to the National School Lunch Program. Must
have clearances, including PA State Police, Childline
and FBI. Please contact Sue Parzanese at 717-447-
2002 or shfinance@sacredheartlewistown.com if
interested.

EMPLOYMENT

e

The 100" Anniversary of our church
building will be in 2021. Anyone
interested in joining a planning committee
to help plan our year of celebration should
call the parish office at 717-242-2781. Look for
planning meetings to begin in the new year.

ANNIVERSARY

2019 Diocesan Annual Campaign

The 2019 Diocesan Annual Campaign (formerly
known as the Bishop’s Lenten Appeal) is coming to
a close. Pledge reminders have been mailed to all
. donors who have a pledge
ZFAITH  balance for the 2019 effort. Our
FORWARD parish benefits from the many
2019 Diocesan Annual Campaien— myjjnjstries and educational
programs that the Diocese supports. Please be sure
to honor your commitment for the Diocesan
Annual Campaign. Gifts made before December
31, 2019 may provide tax benefits to you. If you have
not made a gift to this year’'s campaign, it is not too
late. You can make your gift securely online
at www.hbgdiocese.org/dac. 100% of the monies
collected over our parish goal are returned to the
Parish for our use. As you think about your personal
philanthropy at the end of the year, please consider
your Parish and the many programs supported by the
Diocese that benefit our Parish. You can contact the
Parish office or the Office of Stewardship &
Development at the Diocese for more information.

COURTESANNOUNCEMENTH

Upcoming Retrouvaille Weekend

Not wiling to let go of your marriage?
Many couples continue to struggle in a marriage but
are not willing to give up on each other. There is

hope. Retrouvaille is a program designed to help
3 struggling marriages regain their
E*ROUVAILLE health. It helps a husband and a
A rormair cotnt= - wife rediscover or re-awaken the
love, trust and commitment that originally brought
them together. The program is highly successful in
saving hurting  marriages, even  bringing
reconciliation to couples who have already separated
or divorced. For more information about the
January 17-19, 2020, Weekend for couples,
contact the registration team
at retrouvaillehbg@gmail.com or 717-356-2185.

Catholic Schools

Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.

Hawaiian Paradise
Thetorches are lit; the theme is set! We're having
a Luau you’ll never forget! The 11" Annual Sacred
Heart School Gala, Hawaiian *

Paradise, will be held on B, } ¢
Saturday, Feb. 1, 2020 at the fij@ §£UAU
Lewistown Country Club. Tickets \

are now available at the Parish Office; prices are
$60 per person through Jan. 24" and $70 Jan. 25"
thru Feb. 1%

SCHOOL NEWS

Fun Night with the Hershey Bears!
Celebrate Catholic Schools' Week with the Hershey
_ Bears Hockey Team vs. Lehigh Valley
C\g Phantoms at the Giant Center in Hershey,
LilZ for the Annual Catholic Diocese of
Harrisburg Night on Saturday, February
1, 2020 at 7 p.m. It's a fun-filled action packed night
at the Giant Center. Open to all, this night is a great
way to celebrate our Catholic Schools! Discounted
tickets are available for $16.50 each for all ages
(regular admission price is $20). Deadline to order
is Friday, January 24, 2020. For more information
or contact jdise@HersheyPA.com or stop at the
parish office for an order form.

Auction Time

The 22nd Annual SHS Benefit Auction
will be held on Sunday, April 26, 2020,
with an Auction Preview and Spaghetti
Dinner on Saturday, April 25. The auction committee
is looking for handmade, new, or gently used items
to be auctioned off. If you would like to donate an
item, please contact Ashley Henry at the Parish
Office at 717-242-2781 and don't forget to mark your
calendars now, and keep an eye out for more details
regarding planning, volunteering, and the event
activities!
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