February 17, 2019 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
\

Stewardship is a Way of Life.
Tithing is God’s Plan for Giving:
Tithing Income for the week of February 10, 2019:
Regular:
$6,459.00
Loose:
$ 873.00
ONLINE GIVING:
$1,103.50
Tithing income TOTAL for
February 10, 2019:
$8,435.50
Tithing Income February 11, 2018:
$8,707.60

Mass Attendance:
For the weekend of February 10, 2019:

341

Tithe for February 10, 2019
Catholic Charities-Behavioral/Mental Health Svcs. $844
Black and Indian/Poor Missions (envelope)
$346
Tithe for February 17, 2019
St. Vincent dePaul Society
Tithe for February 24, 2019
Catholic Answers Radio/
Catholic Medical Missions Board

FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 17, 2019
“Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose hope is
in the Lord. He is like a tree planted beside the waters that
stretches out its roots to the stream: It fears not the heat
when it comes, its leaves stay green; in the year of drought
it shows no distress, but still bears fruit…. ‘And raising his
eyes toward his disciples he said…’”
We are so familiar with the Sermon on the Mount, and the
beatitudes of St. Matthew. They summarize the entire message
of Jesus and provide the pattern for a healthy examination of
conscience.
Today we meet St. Luke’s teaching, the Sermon on the Plain,
addressed to the disciples and to us. Instead of eight positive
directives, we are given four, and then four warnings to help us
move from the now to the promised reward. How helpful for us
to fix our eyes on what the Lord has in store for us, to make us
less complacent, eager to ‘rejoice and leap for joy on that day!’
We know well the obstacles, barriers and challenges of the
Christian life. St. Ignatius asks us to discern both the positive and
negative to help us make good decisions.
First Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-8
Jeremiah compares a man who seeks strength in flesh but
abandons God to a bush in the desert, bereft of nourishment
and unable to grow. Yet a man who trusts in God is like a tree
beside a river, fed & strengthened by it even during times of
drought.

Dear Friend,
Thank you for your generous gift to Catholic Relief
Services. Your recent donation of $351.00 received on
January 11, 2019, provides vital support to CRS. Your
contribution is essential to our efforts to alleviate human
suffering and ease the burdens of overwhelming poverty
overseas.
It is clear to me that you are as compassionate as the
Good Samaritan in the Gospels of Jesus Christ. Rest
assured your good deed is a godsend to our most
vulnerable brothers and sisters around the world. We are
blessed to have you as a member of CRS family.
I am inspired that you have chosen to reach far beyond
the bounds of your own community to care for perfect
strangers in such great need. On behalf of all those
touched by your compassion, I offer my deepest gratitude
and wish you an abundance of blessings and joys.
Peace and Light,
Sean L. Callahan
President & CEO

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20
Paul addresses those who believe in Christ's teachings, but are
not convinced that he rose from the dead. He calls their faith
worthless, because they have not been freed from their sins.
Paul then emphatically declares that Jesus did rise up again, as
will all those who truly believe in him.
Gospel: Luke 6:17, 20-26
Jesus tells his followers that those who are insulted in this life
because of him will be rewarded richly in heaven. Yet those
well received by all will despair in heaven, since people had
often respected false prophets and mistreated true prophets.
Those who hunger, perhaps for spiritual knowledge, shall be
filled. Yet those who are full in this life will be hungry.

Calendar of Events
Saturday 02/16/19
Altar Server Training/8:00AM/Church
SVDP Community Meal/11:00AM/Caft.
Confessions/3:00PM/Church

Mass/4:00PM/Church
Sunday 02/17/19
Mass/7:30AM/Church
CCD/9:00AM/SHS
Mass/11:00AM/Church
Wild Goose Series/5:30PM/St. Jude
Monday 02/18/19
Mass/7:00AM/Church
Parish Office Closed
SHS Snow Make-up Day
Tuesday 02/12/19
Mass/7:00AM/Church
Wednesday 02/20/19
Mass/7:00PM/Church
Knights of the Holy Temple Induction/7:00PM/Church
Choir Practice/7:30PM/Church
Thursday 02/21/19
Mass/9:00AM/Church
RCIA/7:00PM/Parish Office
Friday 02/22/19
Mass/7:00AM/Church
Saturday 02/23/19
Altar Server Training/8:00AM/Church
First Penance/10:00AM/Church
Confessions/3:00PM/Church
Mass/4:00PM/Church
Sunday 02/24/19
Mass/7:30AM/Church
CCD/9:00AM/SHS
Mass/11:00AM/Church
Wild Goose Series/5:30PM/St. Jude

LITURGICAL NOTES:
And Weekly Readings
Saturday, February 16: Weekday
Genesis 3:9-24; Psalm 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13; Mark 8:1-10

4:00 PM Michael J. Porpotage from Daughter Mary
Lou Sigler
Sunday, February 17: Sixth Sunday in Ordinary
Time
Jeremiah 17:5-8; Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6; 1 Corinthians 15:12,
16-20; Luke 6:17, 20-26

7:30 AM People of the Parish
11:00 AM Sisters of Christian Charity from The
Companions of Pauline
Monday, February 18: Weekday
Genesis 4:1-15, 25; Psalm 50:1 & 8, 16bc-17, 20-21; Mark
8:11-13

7:00 AM Kass Kelly from Kathie Tice
Tuesday, February 19: Weekday
Genesis 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10; Psalm 29:1a & 2, 3ac-4, 3b & 9c10; Mark 8:14-21

7:00 AM Available
Wednesday, February 20: Weekday
Genesis 8:6-13, 20-22; Psalm 116:12-13, 14-15, 18-19; Mark
8:22-26

7:00 PM Available
Thursday, February 21: Weekday

Genesis 9:1-13; Psalm 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 & 22-23; Mark
8:27-33

9:00 AM Available
Friday, February 22: The Chair of St. Peter the
Apostle (Feast)
1 Peter 5:1-4; Psalm 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6; Matthew 16:13-19

7:00 AM Available
Saturday, February 23: St Polycarp, Bishop &
Martyr (Memorial)
Hebrews 11:1-7; Psalm 145:2-3, 4-5, 10-11; Mark 9:2-13

4:00 PM Mary Stevenson from Anne Marie Showers
Sunday, February 24: Seventh Sunday in
Ordinary Time
1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23; Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10,
12-13; 1 Corinthians 15:45-49; Luke 6:27-38

7:30 AM People of the Parish
11:00 AM Richard Tressler from Denny & Dottie
Peiffer
We have several open dates for Mass
Intentions in February & March. Please
call the Parish Office to schedule. A
$10 donation is requested.

The Sanctuary Lamp
for the week of February 17th
burns in Honor of
Joe & Susan Miriello’s
18th Wedding Anniversary
Memorialize Sanctuary Candles: Cost is $20. Call the
office to make arrangements. The following dates are
available: March 3, 10, 24 & 31
Memorialize Flowers: There have been many weeks in
the past months where there have been no flowers on the
altar. Altar flowers are a nice way to remember your loved
ones either for a special anniversary, a birthday, or as a
memorial. Your intention is announced in the bulletin the
same week. If you would like to have flowers at the altar
or ambo (pulpit) please call the parish office to schedule.
Once scheduled, you contact the florist of your choice and
pay the florist directly. The following dates are available
to sponsor flowers: Feb. 17 & 24, March 3

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Choir practice will resume this
Wednesday, February 20th from 7:308:45 PM in the choir loft. Anyone,
including high school students, are
invited to attend. You do not need to read music!
Please call or email Cathy Stout, choir director, with
any
questions
(ph.:
717-667-7256; email:
cstout43@comcast.net) Looking forward to seeing
old and new faces alike!

The Parish Office will be closed
Monday, February 18th in observance of
President’s Day.

New Altar Server Training Classes
Altar server training for new altar servers will
be held Saturday mornings from 8-9:30
AM, Feb. 23rd and March 2nd & 9th. A signup sheet is available in CCD class or in the school
classrooms.

Ministry Schedule: Feb. 23 - Feb. 24
Sat. 4:00 PM
Lector: Jim Heroux Cantor: Melissa Motola
Greeter: Steve Lilley, Marta Recalde
EMHC: Norma Andrie, Anne Marie Showers, Kathie
Tice
Altar Server: Tristen Kline
Sun. 7:30 AM
Lector: Bernie Howard Cantor: Kevin Loht
Greeter: Ellen Meyer, Sue Reinke
EMHC: Mary Lou Schaaf, Kim & Bill Napikoski
Altar Server: Nick Fike, David Cirota, Aiden Newlen
Sun. 11:00 AM
Lector: Judy Sieber
Cantor: Mike Murray
Greeter: Donna Sheaffer, Linda Treaster
EMHC: Mike Leeper, Greg DeVecchis, Sandy
Dedmon
Altar Server: Tanner Ferguson, Evelyn Powell,
Conner Zimmerman

Knights of the Holy Temple
Sacred Heart Parish’s top altar server group, Knights
of the Holy Temple, will add three new
members at an official induction at the 7
PM Wednesday evening Mass, Feb. 20th.
They are David Cirota, Tristen Kline and
Trevor Stout. Matthew Murray is our
current Knight. All are welcome to attend the
induction.

Bring Your Palms!
During the month of February please bring
in last year’s palm fronds and place them
in the box in the vestibule of the church.
We will burn them to be the source of ashes on Ash
Wednesday. Please remove all rubber bands or ties
before placing the palms in the box as this makes the
burning process more difficult.

Supplemental Flower Fund
We are creating a new altar flower fund. It has
become increasingly difficult for individuals to provide
flowers for the altar, due to rising costs. However, it is

important that we honor our Lord by having flowers on
the altar each week.
Although we continue to
encourage individuals to honor or memorialize their
loved ones by placing flowers on the altar, this fund will
supplement the weeks when no one has chosen to do
so. Any and all donations will be accepted,
kept in this fund to be used as needed, and
will be kept separate from monies collected
for Christmas and Easter flowers. The
following are guidelines to participate in this
ministry:
 Checks made payable to Sacred Heart
Church can be placed in an envelope in the
collection or sent to the parish office clearly
marked “Supplemental Flower Fund.”
 Donations of any amount are accepted
throughout the year.
 Individuals donating to this fund may not
request specific intentions. No specific
intentions will be noted in the bulletin.
 Individuals donating to this fund will not be
recognized in the bulletin. The flowers will
be noted as coming from the Supplemental
Flower Fund.
 All flowers will be ordered by the
Supplemental Flower Fund Committee.

St. Vincent dePaul Raffle Calendars
The St Vincent DePaul Society is holding a
fundraising Calendar Raffle for the month of
March. We will be selling the
calendars for $10 each which will
give you 31 days in March for a
chance to win!
For your $10
purchase, you will be eligible to win a
prize equal to or greater than $25. Special Sunday
drawings will have prizes totaling $50 or more.
Starting Feb. 12th, calendars will be available at
the Parish Office, from any St. Vincent board
member and after all Masses at Sacred Heart &
St. Jude on Feb. 23rd-24th. Winners will be
announced in the bulletin, on the St. Vincent
Facebook page and the St. Vincent link on the parish
website. Thank you in advance for your
support of St. Vincent dePaul.
Contact
us:
stvincentdepaullewistown@gmail.com.

Don’t Get Scammed
Scammers are now posing as priests and other clergy.
In this latest scam, you might receive
an email or a text message that
appears to be from your Pastor or
another priest that you may know. The
scammer asks you to help someone in need by
purchasing gift cards and to provide the codes on that
card. Here’s how to protect yourself from being
scammed. –Know that scammers are out there. Be

suspicious of any request for funds of any type via
an email message or a text message. -Verify any
request with a call to the person who supposedly
sent it or a call to the phone number or the text that
you received. –Know that any email from a priest
should be from a diocesan or parish email account.
Messages sent from free services, such as Gmail or
Yahoo, are more likely to be scammers. –Many
clergy do not share their cell phone numbers
publicly. If you receive a text message from
somone not on your phone’s contact list, be
suspicious. –Know that priests will NEVER ask for
financial transactions via email or text messages.

COURTESY ANNOUNCEMENTS
St. Jude Lenten Fish Dinners
St. Jude Knights’ of Columbus Lenten fish
dinners will begin on Friday, March 1, 2019 and
end on April 12, 2019; dinner is
served from 4-7 PM in the church
social hall. Please join us for a
delicious, all-you-can-eat meal that
includes fried and baked fish, popcorn shrimp, fried
clams, french fries, macaroni and cheese, stewed
tomatoes, corn, green beans, coleslaw, applesauce,
rolls, puddings, and a selection of homemade
desserts. Pay at the door: Adults - $12.00; Ages 612 - $6.00; Under 6 – free. Please come often and
enjoy a great meal.
40 Days for Life
From March 6 through April 14, you’re invited to
join other Christians for 40 Days for Life – 40 days of
prayer and fasting for an end to abortion. You’re also
invited to stand and peacefully pray during a 40-day
vigil in the public right-of-way outside Planned
Parenthood 151 N 2nd Street Harrisburg, and also to
help spread the word about this important
community outreach. If you’d like more
information-and especially if you’d like to
volunteer to help, please contact: Paul Dadowski at
412-849-1592
or
email
him
at
dadowski@yahoo.com, or the local website
40daysforlife.com/HARRISBURG.

A Lenten Message of Mercy
Do you have a desire to be closer to Christ during
this Lenten Season? This Lent, would you like to
experience His Divine Mercy? Are you searching for
peace and mercy in your life? If you answered yes
to any of these questions, then come and
join us at St. Katharine Drexel Parish on
March 10, 11 & 12 for a Lenten
presentation by Fr. Chris Alar, MIC.
Presentations begin at 6:00 PM. Father Chris has

been on EWTN, written books and produced DVD’s
all to help us understand the Mercy of Christ and His
never ending Love for us. Fr. Chris has spoken at
Women’s Conferences, led spiritual retreats, and
spoken internationally. Come and prepare for a
glorious Easter. This “Lenten Message of Mercy” is
one way to make this Lenten Season special.
Holy Family Radio Benefit Dinner-March 1
Support the New Evangelization, enjoy a great meal
and listen to a very special speaker. That is what is
planned for Friday, March 1 when Holy Family Radio,
AM 720 WHYF present Bill Donaghy as the Keynote
for their Spring Benefit Dinner. Tom Russell of CBS
21 will emcee the evening, prayers will be offered by
Bishop Ronald Gainer. Donaghy is a popular
Catholic speaker and author and is with the Theology
of the Body Institute.
Parish Manager Position
Saint Joseph Parish, Mechanicsburg, PA is
recruiting for the position of Parish
Manager. This position oversees the day
to day operation of the parish. Areas of
responsibility include personnel, building and grounds,
contracted services, liaison with Parish Administrative
Committees and budget management. The position
reports to the Pastor. Interested candidates can call the
Parish Office, at 717-766-9433, for an application and
a copy of the job description. Interested candidates
should send their application, a letter of interest,
resume, and pastor’s recommendation form to Saint
Joseph Parish Office, 410 East Simpson St.,
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055.
Attn: Finance
Administrator, or e-mail to finance@stjosephmech.org
by February 22, 2019.

SCHOOL NEWS

It is time to start planning the 21st Annual
SHS Benefit Auction.
This year’s
auction will be held on Sunday, April 28, 2019 at the
Mifflin County Youth Park. A Spaghetti Dinner will be
held the night before on Saturday, April 27th. We
encourage all parishioners to join our school
families and get involved! Watch the bulletin for the
next auction planning meeting.

Items Needed
The auction committee is looking for
handmade, new, or gently used items to
be auctioned off at our Benefit Auction
on April 28, 2019. If you would like to donate an item,
please contact Ashley Henry at the Parish Office at
717-242-2781.

